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EVENTS OF THE DAY 

IN CHARGE OP 

GARNET ISABEL PELTON 

Denver, Colorado 

The Great War. This war involves over half the population of the 
world and over four-fifths that of Europe. Thirteen nations are at 
war; thirteen million men are under arms; four million have been 
wounded; two million killed; two million are prisoners. In the wake 
of this fighting, are the starving millions of Belgium and Poland, the 
massacred Armenians, the dead of typhus-stricken Serbia, and over a 
million innocent babies. 

The Five Theatres op the War. The West Front stretches from 
the North Sea south of Ostend, through northern France, by the border 
of Alsace-Lorraine to the Vosges Mountains, a distance of three hun- 
dred miles. On either side are two and a half million men, with an 
average of a man to every yard. Here the Germans are opposed to the 
Belgians, British and French. The French are now withstanding "the 
most terrible battle in the world's history" at Verdun, where the army 
of the Crown Prince of Germany has been sacrificed by tens of thousands 
to gain this strategic point. 

The boundary line of Germany and Austria with Russia, from the 
Gulf of Riga on the Baltic to the Balkan State of Roumania, a distance 
of eight hundred miles, forms the East Front, the Second theatre of the 
war. This fine has swung several hundred miles north, south, east and 
west with great victories and defeats on both sides, until Russia, through 
shortage of ammunition, was driven back from her entire frontier, 
including Russian Poland. 

The Russians are regaining a foothold on this frontier, and moving 
south over the Caucasus Mountains against the Turks in Armenia. 
In Armenia and Mesopotamia is the Third theatre of war, where small, 
segregated armies of Russians and British are fighting the Turks to 
gain the control of Asia Minor and Mesopotamia and thereby to keep 
secure their authority in Egypt, Persia and India. 

A fourth front is on the northeastern boundary of Italy, where the 
Italians are trying to wrest from Austria their former territories of the 
Trentino and Trieste. 

The fifth is in far-off Africa, between the British of South and the 
Germans of East Africa. So far the British are victors. 
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Summary. Germany has lost all of her island colonies, her impor- 
tant colony at Kiao-chow in China, besides her losses in Africa, but in 
Europe her conquests and Austria's include Belgium, northern France, 
Russian Poland, a slice of western Russia, Serbia, Montenegro, and part 
of Albania. Of the other countries in this war, Serbia is crushed, 
Montenegro over-run, and Japan, since her capture of Kiao-chow, 
quiescent. Portugal was enrolled on March 9, when Germany de- 
clared war on her. These countries with Belgium, France, England, 
Russia and Italy are the Allies or Entente Powers; Germany, Austria, 
Turkey and Bulgaria form the Central Powers. 

Mexico. Early on March 9, Villa, the Mexican bandit, with a 
thousand of his followers, raided the town of Columbus, New Mexico, 
looting, burning houses, and killing eight soldiers and nine civilians. 
He was chased back over the border by U. S. cavalry. A punitive ex- 
pedition under the command of General Pershing was immediately 
ordered to pursue and crush him. Congress appropriated over eight 
million dollars; Carranza, the head of the present Mexican Government, 
is apparently cooperating with his troops. Owing to the deserts and 
mountains, well known to Villa, this pursuit is difficult. There have 
been two attacks on the bands of outlaws, but Villa himself, though 
wounded, has so far eluded capture. The expedition is not war but 
merely police duty. 

Congress. A bill now before Congress asks for $250,000 for a na- 
tional leper-hospital. Only three states have such hospitals, though it is 
estimated that there are about one thousand lepers in the country, 
often persecuted and kept in continuous flight or hiding. 

Another is the Kent bill. It provides for federal aid to states 
burdened with the care of indigent consumptives at the rate of $0.75 a 
day per patient provided the state appropriates a similar amount. The 
Denver Municipal Charities protests, declaring the bill will increase 
the number of cases in Colorado with their heavy family burdens, and 
suggests that the state to which the patient belongs bear the financial 
responsibility. 



